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[NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 164] 


[Abstract:] Sends copy of paper containing an article on “Our Coinage” 

Hon Mr Bosbyshell 
Dear Sir 

I have taken the liberty of sending you by this to days mail, a copy of one of our County 
papers containing an article on “Our Coinage” written by myself and for which I ask your fair 
consideration. I have as a patriotic citizen always have taken a great interest in our coinage & 
long hoped to see it look [?] to such a state of perfection as to be beyond any more abortive [?] 
changes & be a model for other nations. I don’t think there is a coinage in existence that was 
built up from the beginning on a scientific basis forming a complete whole. The coins of Europe 
seem to have been made at the caprice of Monarchs, just to suit some particular want, just as our 
3 ct pr coin [?] made to pay postage. I believe our coinage can be put into such a shape that it 
will satisfy every want of trade and be so acceptable to the public as to preclude any repetition of 
the former ridiculous meddling with it & I beg you to use your influence to bring about such a 
desirable change. 

I have corresponded on this subject with the Hon Mr Bartine HR who is on the House 
Coinage committee & I think he will favor my suggestions. I will send a copy of my article to 
him and also to Hon Mr Leech Director & to Mr Halford to show it to the President. I could 
write a good deal more but I was a business man once & know something of the art of 
“stopping”. I only ask that you will give any “article” a fair reading. I am an old native 
Philadelphia - moved from there in 1869 & for 20 year past living a retired life in Western 
Penna. Your neighbor Rob’t C Ogden Esq. Mr Wanamakers partner can tell you “all about me”. 
As I should like to know if you get this letter & the paper I in-close a directed card to drop into 
your outgoing mail. I don’t ask you to write. I can identify the card on its return. 

Yours very truly 

HR Cowell 

Cambridgeboro 

Crawford Co Pa, July 19, 1890 



